
1873 were to be omitted from the table, the infantile
death-rate of the remaining eight years in the ten-

year period 1866-75 would be reduced to 156.5.
The death-rate of infants under one has diminished

with considerable uniformity during the last five years
(1891-95) from 169.0 per 1,000 births in 1891 to
158.2 in 1895.

The death-rate of infants of the State at large was

160 per 1,000 births, while that of the combined urban
population was 175 per 1,000 and that of the rural
population was 129.

The probability that an infant under one year old
will complete its first year of life is less at the present
day than it was in the first half of the period, but,
having survived his first year of life, his chance of
completing the next four years is considerably greater
than it then was.

The decrease in the death-rates from the infectious
diseases is great and very gratifying, especially from
typhoid fever, in which the lessened mortality corre-

sponds directly with the introduction of pure drinking-
water, and from scarlet fever.

There was, comparing the two twenty-year periods,
a slight decrease in the death-rate from cholera infan-
tum, a very great decrease in that of dysentery (5.11
to 1.55), a slight decrease in that of diarrhea (2.57 to

2.46), a considerable decrease in that of cholera mor-

bus (0.70 to 0.43), and a marked increase in that of
enteritis (2.01 to 3.23). There was, therefore, an im-
provement of 2.77 per 10,000 of the population in the
total of these diseases.

The whole number of deaths registered from con-

sumption in the forty years 1856-95 was 209,115, and
the mean death-rate of the whole period from this cause
was 30.9 per 10,000 living ; 96,278 occurred in the first
twenty years and 112,837 in the last twenty, the mean
death-rate of each period being, respectively, 35.7 and
27.8 per 10,000. The maximum death-rate in any
year from this cause was that of the first year, 1856,
and was 40.8 per 10,000, and the minimum (21.9) was
that of the last year, 1895, bo that the death-rate from
consumption had declined nearly one-half in the whole
period of forty years.

The mortality from pneumonia has increased in the
forty years. The death-rate per 10,000 living of the
first twenty years was 12.2; of the second, 16.8; and
of the eight five-year periods respectively 9.6, 11.9,
11.8, 14.7, 14.2, 16.0, 16.4 and 19.7.

From kidney diseases, heart diseases, brain diseases
and cancer there has been a marked increase in the
mortality, a certain portion of which must be attributed
to more accurate registration.

In the mortality from the diseases and incidents of
child-birth are included all deaths classed as from child-
birth (all deaths specified as from abortion, child-birth,
miscarriage and puerperal convulsions), puerperal
fever, metritis, metria, puerperal septicemia and the
excess of female deaths from septicemia over those of
males. The whole number of cases of birth in the
forty years was 1,820,756, and the deaths by child-

birth, etc., 12,075, or 66.3 per 10,000. In the first
period (1856-75), with 745,461 cases of birth, there
were 5,584 deaths in child-birth, or 74.9 per 10,000,
and in the second period (1876-95) 1,075,295 cases of
birth produced 6,491 deaths, or 60.4 per 10,000. The
death-rates by five-year periods were as follows : 68.6,
68.1, 76.2, 83.8, 73.3, 72.9, 54.4, 48.2. There was

an increase up to the fourth period, and then a greater
decrease to the close.

The great epidemic of cerebro-spinal meningitis in
1873 caused 747 deaths, and in the year of the next
greatest prevalence, 1888, 171 deaths were from it;
the minimum number of deaths, 78, was in 1878.

The whole number of deaths registered as due to in-
fluenza from 1856 to 1875 was 943, and the mean an-

nual death-rate per 10,000 from this cause was 0.35.
From 1876 to 1895 the deaths were 3,372, and the
mean annual death-rate 0.83 per 10,000. In no year
of the first period did the deaths attributed to this cause

exceed 92 (1857), and in no year of the second period
previous to 1890 did they exceed 48, but in 1890 they
suddenly rose from 27 to 411, and in the six closing
years of the period they were, respectively, 411, 546,
967, 296, 370 and 457, the deaths from this cause in
these six years constituting more than 90 per cent, of
all the recorded deaths from the same cause in the
twenty-year period, 1876-95.

The striking increase in malarial diseases shows it-
self to only a slight extent in the death-rates.

While the death-rate for the forty years has remained
nearly uniform, the factors which compose it have va-

ried in a remarkable degree. Certain causes of death
or general groups of causes have diminished notably
in their incidence upon the population, while others
have quite as notably increased. Infectious diseases
generally, including consumption, have diminished,
while most of the so-called local diseases (those of the
nervous, respiratory, circulatory organs, etc.) have in-
creased, and the result has beeu a balance or a mainte-
nance of uniformity in the general death-rate. These
changes also affect the death-rates at different ages,
since the diminishing causes of death (the infectious
diseases) are mainly diseases of childhood and early life,
while the increasing causes are chiefly those of advanc-
ing age, and the general effect would be the prolonging
of the life of the population.

MEDICAL NOTES.
The Tennessee Medical College at Knoxville,

Tenn., was destroyed by fire on December 3d.

Dr. Curtius to Succeed Professor Meyer. —

Dr. Th. Curtius, professor of chemistry at Bonn, has
been called to Heidelberg as successor to Victor Meyer.

Foreign Medical Students in Paris. — It is
stated that the decree excluding foreign students from
the medical classes of the Faculty of Medicine of
Paris will shortly be withdrawn.
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A Veteran. — Lawrence McCarthy, said to be the
last survivor of the combatants at Waterloo, died late
in November in the workhouse at Nenagh, Tipperary,
Ire., aged one hundred and fifteen years. He is said
to have been born in Nenagh early in 1782 and to have
attained his thirty-third year when he fought at Water-
loo, where he was severely wounded.

Intestinal Worms in China. — It is stated that
ninety-five per cent, of the children in Pekin suffer
from thread worms. Their frequency is supposed to
be due to the ingestion of water and raw vegetables
from the Chinese equivalent of sewage-farms. Euro-
peans, who habitually boil or filter their drinking-water
and cook their vegetables, are comparatively free from
the parasite.

The Pirogoff Museum. — The Pirogoff Museum
of Surgery and Anatomy, in St. Petersburg, was

opened at the beginning of the present month. The
building will serve not only as a museum, but also as
the place of meeting of all the St. Petersburg medi-
cal societies. The $30,000 bequeathed for the pur-
pose by Mme. Musin-Pushkin has been doubled by
subscriptions, and some endowment remains after the
cost of the building has been defrayed.

" The Philadelphia Medical Journal." — In
January, 1898, the Philadelphia Medical Publishing
Company, incorporated under the laws of Pennsyl-
vania, proposes to begin the publication of a weekly
medical journal, with the above title. The manage-
ment of the company is entrusted to a board of trus-
tees in which are representatives of the leading medi-
cal schools of Philadelphia. Dr. George M. Gould
will be in charge of the editorial management.

The Fifth Avenue Water Pipes as a Sewer.
—

The Medical Times of New York City calls the
attention of the health board to the fact that the

. large water pipes which are being laid in Fifth Avenue
have been used by the Italian workmen as a urinal, if
not worse, during the protracted time during which
this work has been in progress. The editor says that
he has watched the workmen from his sanctum window
and knows whereof he writes.

The Health of British Troops on the Indian
Frontier.

—

The British Medical Journal calls at-
tention to the abnormal amount of sickness reported
among the British troops in the Tochi Valley, and
suggests that the unfortunate falling off iu stamina and
endurance there exhibited may not be due entirely to
the hardships of the campaign but on investigation
" may point to evils which the Contagious Diseases
Act was intended to prevent as the fons et origo of the
lamentable decline in vigor of the unfortunate victims
of a fatuous policy."

Medical Victims of Yellow Fever. — The
outbreak of yellow fever in New Orleans, as else-
where, is over. The New Orleans Medical Journal
reports three additional cases among the medical pro-
fession in that city, Drs. A. C. King, A. R. Choppin

and E. B. Viers, making a total of over a dozen. A
death must, at the same time, be reported, that of Dr.
E. B. Viers, making a total of two for the whole
period. About the same number of trained nurses, as
of physicians, were stricken with the disease, but with-
out fatality. The two physicians who succumbed to .

the disease were young men, unacclimated, and who
had lived in New Orleans only a short time.

BOSTON AND NEW ENGLAND.
Acute Infectious Diseases in Boston._For

the week ending at noon, December 1, 1897, there
were reported to the Board of Health, of Boston, the
following numbers of cases of acute infectious disease :
diphtheria 58, scarlatina 33, measles 16, typhoid fever
9. For week ending December 8th, the following
cases were reported : diphtheria 55, scarlatina 23,
typhoid fever 8, measles 4.

Death of a Centenarian.
—

Miss Susan Wesson
died recently at her home, in Roxbury, at the age of
one hundred years.

The Carney Hospital Loses a Bequest. — In
the Massachusetts Supreme Court, Judge Allen re-

cently reversed the decree of the Probate Court and
disallowed the will of the late Michael Curley of
Brighton, who left his estate in equal partB to Rev.
Father Francis J. Butler of Brighton, who was made
executor, and the Carney Hospital. The amount to
be divided between the two would be about $15,000.
The will was disallowed for the reason that the testator
was adjudged to have been of unsound mind at the
time it was made.

Endowment of a Hospital for Dover, N. H._
By the will of the late Mrs. Claragusta L. Hayes of
Dover, N. H., after several bequests to relatives, the
remainder of the estate, which is estimated at $50,000,
is given for a hospital for the inhabitants of Dover, to
be known as the Hayes Hospital.

Graduation at the Dartmouth Medical Col-
lege.— The one-hundredth graduatiug exercises of
the Dartmouth Medical College occurred in the college
church iu Hauover, N. H., on November 23d. Presi-
dent Tucker presided and Dr. Charles A. Morse
delivered the address to the claBS. Twelve men re-
ceived their medical degrees.

NEW YORK.

Isolation of Consumptives.
—

As a practical
result of the Board of Health's long-continued efforts
to curtail the ravages of tuberculosis, the Board of Es-
timate and Apportionment, at a meeting held December
2d, decided, after a brief discussion, to appropriate the
sum of $60,000 to enable the Health Department to
send poor patients suffering from the disease to an iso-
lated hospital. President Wilson and Dr. H. M. Biggs
appeared at the meeting as the representatives of the
Board of Health. The former stated that it was in
1893 that the Department first agitated the subject of
the isolation of consumptive patients. The idea was
at first not well received, and in the first year only 216
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cases of the disease were reported. But as the matter
became better understood the physicians and the hos-
pitals became interested, and this year 1,740 cases were

reported by physicians and 7,948 by hospitals and
public institutions, and the Board of Health was en-

abled to map out the habitat of the disease. Now, he
argued, if the city could be induced to lend assistance
the Board would be able to take many cases out of
places where they were a menace to the public health
and place them where they would receive enlightened
treatment and where in many instances cures could be
effected.

Dr. Biggs said that most of the private hospitals now

refuse to accept consumptive patients, and about forty
were turned away each week. If the Board of Health
were given the opportunity, patients might be taken
away from their homes in suitable cases, and grave
sources of contamination would thus be done away
with. One-fourth of all the deaths among working
people was due to tuberculosis. " There is no ques-
tion," he continued, "about the possibility of stamping
out the disease. Any contagious or infectious disease
can be stamped out."

The resolution passed by the Board of Estimate au-

thorizes the Health Department to send tuberculous
patients to any desired hospital, but the latter has se-

lected Seton Hospital as the most suitable for the
purpose. It is finely situated, in an isolated position,
on Fordham Heights, near Spuytenduyvil, aud is one

of the best constructed and equipped hospitals in the
country. It was erected in 1894 and was especially
designed for the treatment of tuberculosis. When
opened it had a ward capacity of 120, beside accommo-
dation in private appartments ; but this can be ex-
tended indefinitely, as occasion may require. It is
understood that no patient will be forced to go there,
but all the poor affected with this disease can avail
themselves, if they wish, of the opportunity thus af-
forded for isolation, pure air and the best scientific
treatment.

The Expenses of the Health Department. —

The Board of Health's budget for 1898, amounting
to $503,077, has been passed, but this appropriation
will necessarily have to be revised by the new Board
of Estimate of the Greater New York. If it is allowed
to stand it will be for the year's expenses of the
Health Departments of the Boroughs of Manhattan
and the Bronx.

Typhoid Fever and Milk.—Health Inspector
Leale, of Paterson, N. J., has successfully traced the
origin of a recent outbreak of typhoid fever iu that
city. There have been about thirty cases of the dis-
ease already reported, but up to this time no deaths.
It was ascertained that the milk used by the families
of the affected was supplied from a dairy at Branch-
ville, Sussex County, and that the water in which the
milk cans were washed was procured from a contami-
nated brook, the source of the contamination being
three cases of typhoid in the family of the proprietor
of the dairy. More than a dozen cases of typhoid

which were reported within three days in Kearney
township are also believed to have originated from the
same source. It was found that all the families in
which cases had occurred were supplied with milk by
a dealer who obtained his supply, in part at least, from
the Sussex County dairy.

Diphtheria without Antitoxin. — Within ten
days a mechanic of Elizabeth, N. J., lost his wife aud
five out of six children, from diphtheria. When the
first child was taken ill the mother thought the trouble
was only an ordinary cold and sore throat, and when
medical aid was at last summoned antitoxin was re-
fused.

Death of Dr. Gilchrist.
—

Dr. William N. Gil-
chr¡8t, well known among the older physicians of New
York, died at the Windsor Hotel on December 3d, after
a long illness. He was seventy-four years of age, and
was born in Kortright, Delaware County, New Yrork.
He was a graduate of the Vermont Medical College,
and came to New York in 1847. He took up his resi-
dence at the Windsor Hotel when it was first opened
in 1873, and practised there until three years ago,
when his wife died and his health began to fail.

Death of Dr. James Olmstead. — Dr. James
01m8tead, of New Haven, died at the Hotel Grenoble,
New York, on December 4th. He was born in New
Haven in 1849, and was a graduate of Yale Collegeand the Yale Medical School. In 1877 he received
an appointment at the Connecticut Hospital for the
Insane, of which he became superintendent in 1886.

[ill]iscellanp.
PRESIDENT McKINLEY RECOMMENDS A COM-

MISSION FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF YEL-

.

LOW FEVER.
The President of the United States, in his message

to Congress, refers to the recent outbreak of yellow
fever iu the Southern States, and recommends the ap-
pointment of a commission of experts in the following
terms :

The recent prevalence of yellow fever in a number of
cities and towns throughout the South has resulted in
much disturbance of commerce, and demonstrated the
necessity of such amendments to our quarantine laws as will
make the regulations of the national quarantine authori-
ties paramount.

The Secretary of the Treasury, in the portion of his
report relating to the operation of the Marine-HospitalService, calls attention to the defects in the present quar-antine laws, and recommends amendments thereto which
will give the Treasury Department the requisite authorityto prevent the invasion of epidemics from foreign countries
and in times of emergency like that of the past summer
will add to the efficiency of the sanitary measures for the
protection of the people and at the same time prevent un-
necessary restriction of commerce.

I concur in his recommendation of further effort to pri-
vent the invasion of the United States by yellow fever.
The importance of the discovery of the exact cause of thedisease, which up to the present time has been undeter-
mined, is obvious, and to this end a systematic bacteriologi-
cal investigation should be made.
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